• Word learning was significantly better in the high density condition, when infants were exposed to the lists once.
INTRODUCTION
Studies of adults' recognition of words in fluent speech suggests that lexical competition plays an important role in this process. But what of infants who are just beginning to learn words?
How specific are infants' representations of words? How specific are infants' representations of words? Are infants even sensitive to similar sounding words? Are infants even sensitive to similar sounding words?
Is it easier to learn a word that sounds like many other Is it easier to learn a word that sounds like many other words, or a word that sounds like very few words? words, or a word that sounds like very few words? 
Results
• Infants showed a novelty preference away from the target word.
• This effect was observed whether or not the target was contained in the familiarization set.
• Thus, by 15 months, infants appear capable of detecting the neighborhood similarity among words.
• They also appear to be demonstrating what Sommers (1999) has called "phonological false memories."
STUDY 1
Are infants sensitive to lexical neighbors? Are infants sensitive to lexical neighbors?
1) The headturn preference procedure was used to familiarize 15-month-olds with a dense dense lexical neighborhood that was constructed of CVC non-words that differed in the initial consonant, the vowel, or the final consonant of a target word (see high density condition in Table 1) .
2) Infants were tested on their preference for the target word or an unrelated, non-target word. All lists were controlled for word phonotactics, frequency, and their relation to English lexical neighborhoods. 
